Course Outline
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Teacher:  
Ms. Melissa Brown




email:  mbrown@k12albemarle.org




phone:  975-9300 ext 60257 (school)





   975-0763 (home)

Text:
Campbell Biology (9th edition) by Reece, et al

I.  Introduction.


This is a college biology course taught in high school.  At the end of the year, students are given a standardized exam which will determine their eligibility for credit in college biology courses.  The course covers a vast amount of material and thus makes heavy demands on event he best-organized student.  In addition to a thorough reading of a college biology textbook, and answering selected questions from each chapter, students write brief papers summarizing scientific articles or other written materials which have been assigned, and perform and write up numerous laboratories.


The course is organized into 4 major instructional areas shown below.  Major units may be taught in a different order than listed below.  The material covered and its sequence reflect the course outline suggested by the authors of the AP exam.

General Course Outline
Unit I:


Molecules and Cells



A.  Biochemistry




B.  Cells




C.  Bioenergetics

Unit II:

Genetics and Evolution



A.  Heredity




B.  Molecular Genetics




C.  Evolution

Unit III:

Organisms and Populations



A.  Taxonomy, Archeabacteria, Eubacteria, Protista, and Fungi




B.  Animals:  Classification, Anatomy, Physiology, and Behavior




C.  Plants:  Classification, Anatomy, and Physiology




D.  Ecology

Unit IV:

Exam Review
II.  Grading System.


Grades are reported every nine weeks.  Below is a table outlining the grading scale for this course.  Grades for each quarter are based on total points earned.  Assignment grades will not be rounded up.


Major categories





Grading scale


Tests & Projects 




A
90-100


Labs






B
80-89


Quizzes, homework, worksheets 
 

C
70-79









D
60-69









F
 0-59


Extra credit is available throughout this course.  Extra credit will also be given for independent projects approved by the teacher or for outside reading in science.

III.  Attendance.


The AHS attendance policy is too complex to explain in a few sentences.  Refer to your Student/Parent Handbook for the complete policy.  We will review this policy in class, but you should be familiar with the details after reading your handbook.

IV.  Make-Up Work.


School policy allows a maximum of 2 weeks for making up missed work.  Since this class moves quickly, I strongly suggest you make up work well before the deadline.  You must schedule make-up sessions within 2 block days after an absence.  Minor assignments (quizzes and worksheets) can’t be made up after an unexcused absence (skipping).  Alternative tests may be given to students who are absent when a test is administered.  Major papers and projects are due on, or before, the date assigned.  Students who are absent on the day a paper or project is due should make every effort to get the paper/project to school.  Contact me immediately if you are unable to bring in a major assignment on time and explain the circumstances.  Missed work will be given grade penalties of 10% per day unless notification and approval has been given by me in advance.  Any missed work not made up by the scheduled date will be given a grade of zero.

V.  Late Work.


Late assignments will not be accepted unless approval has been given due to extenuating circumstances (injury, illness, etc.).  Notification must be made to me as soon as possible if such circumstances exist.

VI.  Late to Class (tardy).


Students are expected to be in the classroom no later than the last sound of the bell.  Any student not in the classroom by the last sound of the bell is tardy (late to class).  If a student receives 2 unexcused LTCs then a Lunch Detention will be assessed.  If a student has 3 unexcused LTCs (late to class) in one semester, then that student is assessed an absence.  Refer to your Student/Parent Handbook for further penalties due to tardies.  
VII.  Classroom Policy.


Learning requires that students feel free to participate actively during discussion, lectures, and labs.  We will work together as a class to formulate some policies, as well as consequences when those policies are broken.  The following are rules dictated by the school and are nonnegotiable.


1.  No eating or drinking in class, except for water.


2.  Bring paper, pencil or pen, and notebook to class every day.  Bring textbook 


      and lab book as directed.


3.  Do not deface school property in any way.


4.  Follow all laboratory safety rules.


5.  Treat others with respect and dignity.

Your primary focus in this class should be to learn biology.  Being considerate of your classmates and teacher makes this easier.

VIII.  Science Fair.


Participation in the Science Fair is not required for this course, but if you do participate you can earn a large amount of extra credit.  If you are interested please contact me as soon as possible for information.  Entry forms are due by November 1 and can be very complex.

IX.  Exam Exemptions.


There are no exam exemptions in this course.  During the second semester, an exam similar to the official AP Biology exam will be given in early May, several days prior to the AP Biology Exam.  All students must take this exam whether they plan to take the College Board AP Biology Exam or not.

X.  Lab Safety.


Proper behavior in the lab is essential to the safety of everyone in this course.  You will receive more information on proper laboratory procedures throughout this course.  You will also be required to sign and obtain your parent or guardian’s signature on a lab safety form published by the science department.  In short, you will be asked to conduct yourself in a mature manner while in the laboratory.  Failure to follow safety rules will result in a disciplinary form.  I take lab safety seriously and expect all students to do the same.

XI.  Honor Policy.


All students are expected to uphold the AHS Honor Policy whose goal is to promote ethical behavior, academic honesty, fairness, and trust.  Cheating is defined as giving or receiving unauthorized aid in any form on work submitted for a grade, using words or ideas from another source without giving proper credit (plagiarism), and violating any other honor requirement set forth in a course.


Any work that violates the Honor Policy will receive a grade of zero.  Students involved in cheating will be ineligible for any honor society.  Parents of a student involved in cheating will be notified through a disciplinary referral.  A copy of this referral will be placed in the student’s file.


Basically, all student work is considered to have the following pledge:  “Upon my honor I have neither given nor received any unauthorized aid on this work”.  Additional details on the Honor Policy of AHS may be found in the Student/Parent Handbook.

XII.  Contact Policy.


I will make contact with each family by the end of the 5th week of school.  Parents and students are encouraged to contact me if you have a question about the class or if a parent wants to schedule a conference outside the preset Parent/Teacher Conference dates.  In addition, I will contact parents if a student’s performance in class declines.  Emails and telephone calls will be replied to by the end of the next business day, unless I am out of the building, in which case I will answer the email or telephone call upon my return to school.

XIII.  Cell Phones.


School policy prohibits the use of cell phones during class time unless the teacher is allowing students to use them for educational purposes during class time.  Students may use their cell phones before school, during class changes, during lunch, and after school.  

Unauthorized cell phone use in class will result in the cell phone being placed into a “time out envelope” until the end of class.  Any student who has more than 1 “cell phone time out” will have their parent contacted, and further actions may be taken at the discretion of the teacher.
